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Program highlights

HIGHLY RANKED INTERNATIONALLY RENOWNED PROGRAM

Our Ph.D. program ranks in the top ten percent worldwide in the field of agricultural
and applied economics. We are also proud to have AAEA 2023-2024 back to back
wins for Distinguished Teaching Award for Graduate Teaching 10+ years.

JOINT PROGRAM WITH ECONOMICS

In collaboration with Virginia Tech’s Economics Department, we provide rigorous
training through core courses and a variety of advanced field courses, enriching the
overall learning experience. The degree conferred to doctoral students is a Ph.D. in
Economics, Agriculture and Life Sciences. The program is recognized as a STEM
major, qualifing international students for three years of Optional Practical Training.

FLEXIBLE DUAL TRACK CURRICULUM

Students have the option to tailor coursework to meet their needs, choosing a
traditional track with core courses in the first year or a research-first track with core
courses spread over the first two years. Our flexibility supports students from diverse
academic backgrounds and research interests.

INTENSIVE PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Our students engage in a structured professional development course throughout
their Ph.D., covering all phases from integration into the graduate program, to

learning to write and present research papers, to preparing for the job market.

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Academic Employment Track with Future Professoriate Graduate Certificate
Interdisciplinary Graduate Education Program, offering certificates in areas like
remote sensing and global change
Exchange program with the University of Innsbruck, Austria

Department snapshot

« 29 faculty

+ 13 adjunct and affiliated faculty

» 55+ master’s and Ph.D.
students

Our areas of specialization

« Applied Econometrics

+ Environment and Natural
Resource Economics

+ Development and
International Trade

+ Food and Health Economics

The Virginia Tech College of
Agriculture and Life Sciences
received an $80 million grant
from USDA to pilot a program that
will pay producers to implement
climate-smart practices on farms
of all sizes and commodities,

an initiative that could have
significant impacts on curbing
climate-changing gases. AAEC is
proud to have faculty working on this
inititave.

aaec.vt.edu



Virginia Tech Facts and Figures

Enrollment (Fall 2024)

More than 38,000 on and off campus

« 80 percent undergraduate | 20 percent graduate
+ 57 percent male; 43 percent female

Research
Top 6 percent of universities in the nation for research expenditures
Ranked No. 54 in the National Science Foundation’s Higher
Education Research and Development Survey
142 invention disclosures, 25 license deals, and $80 million in
corporate and foundation philanthropy in fiscal year 2023
230 acres, 40 buildings, and 220 companies housed in the Virginia
Tech Corporate Research Center

Faculty

« 2,575 instructional faculty members (both full and part-time)
+ 49 percent of faculty are tenured

- Fall 2023 student to faculty ratio: 13 to 1

Outstanding Career Outcomes: Our graduates secure
prestigious positions in academia, research institutions,

and industry, both in the U.S. and internationally.
> aaec.vtedu/ academics/ graduate/ job-placement.html

+  Assistant Professor, Morrison School of Agribusiness, Arizona
State University

«  Senior Research Associate at the Center for Agricultural Trade at
Virginia Tech

Assistant Professor of Quantitative Analysis, School of Business,
Hamline University

+ Assistant Professor, School of Economics at Huazhong University
of Science and Technology

+ Assistant Professor, Ohio State University
+  Assistant Extension Professor, University of Minnesota

+ Research Associate, Department of Agricultural
and Applied Economics, University of Wisconsin-Madison

+ Post Doc Scholar, Center for Watershed Sciences at UC Davis
« Research Agricultural Economist,

Economic Research Service at USDA

o Data Scientist at eBAY

Contact: Amy Guerin
Graduate Program
Professional Coordinator

The Department of Agricultural
and Applied Economics at Virginia
Tech is committed to creating an
environment that fosters learning,
teaching, research, Extension, and
personal growth for all.

> aaec.vtedu/About/ dei.html

Supportive Community and Funding

Our students enjoy a vibrant community
with access to regular research seminars and
social activities. Each Ph.D. candidate is fully
funded, including a competitive stipend,
tuition waiver, and health insurance, through
teaching and research assistantships.

> aaec.vtedu/ academics/ graduate/ funding.html

Our events

+ Graduate Student Assembly, seminars,
Metrics Mixers, and breakfasts and
lunches with faculty

Support resources

« Help with library research and resources
specific to areas of study

+ Research, teaching, writing, and
publishing services and discount
software through the Graduate School

> graduateschool.vt.edu/ academics/ what-you-
need-to-graduate/ academic-support-resources.html

Housing and apartment rentals
> apartments.com/blacksburg-va

> https:// of fcampus.vt.edu

Blacksburg Transit
> https://ridebt.org

Ewa Kleczyk Ph.D. 08

Senior Vice President: Commercial Analytics &
Data Curation at Target RWE

“The AAEC degree equips you with a universal

toolkit—data literacy, economic reasoning, and policy
insight—that is in high demand across industries like
tech, healthcare, finance, and government.”




