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Renu Ojha
Email renu21@vt.edu

Address 15 Rudd Ln, Hampton, VA 23669

Website https://sites.google.com/view/renuojha/introduction

Education
PhD inEconomics ExpectedDecember, 2026

Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics,
Virginia Tech

MS in AgribusinessManagement and Analysis 2021
Department of Agriculture and Environmental Science,
Tennessee State University

BSC in Agriculture 2018
Institute of Agriculture and Animal Science,
Tribhuvan University, Nepal

Research Experience
Graduate Research Assistant Current
Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics, Virginia Tech

Graduate Lead Summer, 2025
Data Science for Public Good, Virginia Tech
Role: Led two teams in their research projects
Stakeholder: Virginia Cooperative Extension
Deliverable 1: https://vcedemographics.shinyapps.io/dashboard take 2 july 28
Deliverable 2: https://cost.shinyapps.io/col app/

Graduate Research Assistant 2019 - 2021
Department of Agriculture and Environmental Science, Tennessee State University

Instructional Experience
Instructor of Record Fall 2024
AAEC 1006, Economics of Food and Fiber System(Introductory course)
Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics, Virginia Tech
Syllabus: Click here

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xp9btjU02hTYkdUJc0HNRWe-2HMLSo1A/view?usp=sharing


Publications
• Peer-Reviewed Articles

Lim, K. H., Ojha, R., & Nayga, R. M. (2025). Good for the environment and safer? Food
safety halo effect of eco-labels. Food Quality and Preference, 105629.
Khanal, A. R., &Ojha, R. (2023). The financial implications of specialization, diversification,
or alternative enterprises on small farms: Evidence fromTennessee. Agricultural and Resource
Economics Review, 1-19.
Ojha, R., Sarkar, A., Aryal, A., Rahul, K. C., Tiwari, S., Poudel, M., & Shrestha, J. (2018).
Correlation and path coefficient analysis of wheat (Triticum aestivum L.) genotypes. Farming
and Management, 3(2), 136-141.

Working projects
• Magazine Article

Ojha, R., van Senten, J., & Patillo, A. (September, 2024). Is Technological Intervention
Feasible for the US ShellfishAquaculture Industry? ACase Study fromMarylandOyster
Farms. Word Aquaculture Magazine.

• Working project
Ojha, R., van Senten, J. (2025). Engineers of the Estuaries. The Legacy of the Eastern
Oysters. Submitted to Aquaculture Reports.
Assessing Economic Feasibility of Technology Adoption Among Oyster Farms: A Com-
parative Economic Study of Subscription andOwnershipAdoptionDecisionwith Jonathan
van Senten, Allen Patillo. Submitted to Journal of World Aquaculture Society
Valuation of oyster reef restoration in the Chesapeake Bay with Klaus Moeltner, Steven
Stephenson, Jonathan van Senten.

– Use a choice experiment framework to elicit values for different ecosystem services
provided by oyster reef restoration in the Chesapeake Bay watershed states.

Presentations
Economic Evaluation of Technology Adoption Pathways for Oyster Farms: Subscription Ver-
sus Ownership, Aquaculture America 2025.

Ex-AnteCost-BenefitAnalysis of Smart Sustainable ShellfishAquacultureManagement (S3AM)
Technology, Aquaculture America 2024.

Assessing the Feasibility of Renting Smart Sustainable Shellfish Aquaculture Management
(S3AM) Technology for Oyster Farms, National Shellfisheries Association Annual Meeting
2024.

Smart Technology Adoption in Oyster Production: Economic Feasibility and Consumer Per-
ceptions. CAIA Big Event, Virginia Tech 2024.

Economic Feasibility ofS3AM Technology in Shellfish Farming [S3AMwebinar], August, 2023.



The Heterogeneous Interaction Effect of Country-of-Origin to Seafood Ecolabels. Agriculture
and Applied Economics (AAEA) & Western Agricultural Economics Association (WAEA)
joint Annual Meeting 2021.

Specialized, Diversified, or Alternative On-farm Enterprises for Small Farms? Examining Re-
turns and Trade-offs usingMultinomial Endogenous Switching Regression. Presented at Agri-
culture andAppliedEconomics (AAEA)&WesternAgriculture EconomicsAssociation (WAEA)
joint Annual Meeting 2021.

Examining the Adoption of Best Management Practices by Agritourism Operations in Ten-
nessee: What, Who, and Where[oral presentation], Annual University-wise Research Sympo-
sium at Tennessee State University 2021.

News Letters
Ojha, R.,& van Senten, J. (2024). Understanding Oyster Growers’ Technology Needs: Insights
from Maryland and Virginia. S3AM News Letter. https://us21.campaign-archive.com/e=
$%$5BUNIQID$%$5D$&$id=50337d9fe1$&$u=f2686d56f770fcd9c1dd4c029.

Ojha, R., van Senten, J., Parker, M. (2023). Cost Model For S3AM . S3AM News Letter. https:
//mailchi.mp/2156a64dae7e/s3am-newsletter-12607754?e=381c1c8d9c.

Extension and Outreach Experience
Contributed to aquaculture curriculum development for high school teachers at the Virginia
Seafood Agricultural Research and Extension Center (VSAREC) through the Professional De-
velopment Agricultural Literacy (PDAL) program. Currently serving as a PDAL mentor.

Presented an oyster industry dashboard developed in R Shiny to high school teachers to en-
hance effective and engaging learning.

Communicated with oyster growers in Virginia and Maryland to understand current industry
challenges and gather stakeholder perspectives.

Participated in the Poquoson Seafood Festival, promoting the consumption of blue catfish—an
invasive species in Virginia waters—to support aquaculture businesses.

Awards
National Shellfish Association Travel Award for the 2024 Annual Meeting.

Membership of the Scientific Communities
Agricultural and Applied Economics Association.
World Aquaculture Society (WAS)-U.S chapter.
National Shellfisheries Association (NSA).
Sigma Xi, The Scientific Research Honor Society.

https://us21.campaign-archive.com/ e=$%$5BUNIQID$%$5D$&$id=50337d9fe1$&$u=f2686d56f770fcd9c1dd4c029
https://us21.campaign-archive.com/ e=$%$5BUNIQID$%$5D$&$id=50337d9fe1$&$u=f2686d56f770fcd9c1dd4c029
https://mailchi.mp/2156a64dae7e/s3am-newsletter-12607754?e=381c1c8d9c
https://mailchi.mp/2156a64dae7e/s3am-newsletter-12607754?e=381c1c8d9c


Skills
Programming MATLAB, R, STATA, Python

Crystal Ball
Language English, Nepali (Native)

Services
Economic analysis of the shellfish industry for the Willapa–Grays Harbor Oyster Growers As-
sociation of Washington State. Deliverables included two private reports. Contact person:
Bobbi Hudson, Executive Director of the Pacific Shellfish Institute.

Reviewed article for Aquaculture Journal.

Treasurer (2023-2024) for Graduate Student Association in the Department of Agricultural and
Applied Economics at Virginia Tech.

Volunteered at 116th National Shellfisheries Annual meeting.

References
Jonathan van Senten, PhD
Director & Associate Professor
Virginia Seafood AREC & Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics
Virginia Tech
Email: jvansenten@vt.edu
Professional relationship: Dissertation Chair

Allen Pattillo, PhD
Shellfish Aquaculture Technology specialist
University of Maryland
Email: dapatt@umd.edu
Professional relationship: Co-author

Michael Ellerbrock, PhD
Professor
Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics
Virginia Tech
Email: mebrock@vt.edu
Professional relationship: Teaching mentor


